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Press Release 

ACHEMA 2024: HIMA drives digitalization of Functional Safety to the next level 

HIMA continues to drive the digitalization of functional safety forward: The company is using 

its presence at ACHEMA 2024 to show how users in the process industry can benefit from 

safe and secure remote connections in their safety projects. 

(Germany, Bruehl, 26/03/2024) 

Digitalization must create added value - this is the credo of the HIMA Group, which 

specializes in safety-related automation solutions. With a holistic portfolio of solutions for the 

digitalization of a plant’s safety lifecycle, the company has set out to significantly simplify the 

compliant operation of functional safety in the process industry.  

At ACHEMA 2024, the world's leading trade fair for the process industry, HIMA will not only 

be showcasing its portfolio of safety-related automation solutions, but will also be using its 

presence in Frankfurt to demonstrate the next stage of its digitalization strategy. "Secure live 

connections from Frankfurt to our Customer Solutions Centers in Brühl and Singapore 

illustrate what is already possible and how we are consistently driving forward the idea of 

digitalizing the safety lifecycle," explains Jörg de la Motte, CEO of the HIMA Group. Just like 

at the trade fair, customers will be able to use secure connections to HIMA's Customer 

Solutions Center to perform tasks such as simulating the control of safety systems, testing 

the automatic inventorying of their safety assets, or carrying out automatic recurrent tests. 

For example, they will be able to see how safety-relevant plant and operating data can be 

combined across site boundaries in order to meet the IEC 61511 standard's requirements in 

practice. 

"With our trade fair presence, we are creating a digital showcase for our Customer Solutions 

Center," explains Sergej Arent, Director, Applications, at the HIMA Group. “Customers will be 

able to discuss and shed light on their issues with HIMA experts in person, and also remotely 

in digital workshops. The resulting solutions can then be remotely tested and validated with 

hardware and software from the manufacturer and partner companies in the Customer 

Solutions Centers.” 

At ACHEMA 2024, HIMA will be demonstrating how this works in practice: In live workshops, 

the health and status of products and solutions will be visible using video links. In this way, 

large plant components such as block valves for steam turbines, which would be too large to 
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transport to Frankfurt or to customers, can be tested remotely with at least as much insight 

as an in-person test. Customers at distant locations can draw on the know-how of HIMA 

experts who are connected from Brühl or Singapore. "The digital window into our Customer 

Solutions Center also creates a powerful testbed for HIMA experts who travel to the 

customer," adds Peter Sieber, Vice President, Strategic Marketing, of the HIMA Group, 

highlighting another benefit of this concept. 

Safety experts see HIMA’s Safety Lifecycle Digitalization as a holistic process that ranges 

from engineering through operations to expansions and modifications, and which makes the 

management of safety technology more efficient and easier for plant operators. This is 

significant because over 80% of accidents in process industry plants can be attributed to 

human error. Digitized processes, including automatic tests, not only help to eliminate errors 

and lost information, but also to enhance safety thanks to stringent adherence to processes. 

The digitized process also enables new analysis and optimization options - for example, by 

automatically determining and displaying Key Performance Indicators (so-called process 

KPIs). This enables a real-time feedback loop for operations and safety experts. In practice, 

HIMA customers report savings of up to 70%.  

"In the process industry, 'safety first' applies. The digitalization of functional safety leads to 

higher safety performance and increases productivity," says Jörg de la Motte, underlining the 

benefits of HIMA's digitalization strategy. 

HIMA Group at the ACHEMA 2024: Hall 11.1, Stand E26 

 

Save-the-Date: HIMA Group press conference at ACHEMA 

- Report on the 2023 fiscal year 

- Next digitalization stage of functional safety  

- June 13, 12 pm - 1 pm with lunch snack afterwards 

- Location: Portalhaus (Level 1, Room TRANSPARENCY 2) 
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Pictures 

 Picture: HIMA 

Picture 1: At this year's ACHEMA, HIMA is presenting a digital window into the Customer 

Solutions Center.  

Sergej Arent (Director Applications, HIMA Group) and Jörg de la Motte (CEO, HIMA Group) 
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Picture 2: Peter Sieber (Vice President Strategic Marketing, HIMA Group) 
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About HIMA Group 

The HIMA Group is a global independent provider of safety-related automation solutions for 

the process and rail industries that protect people, assets, and the environment from harm. 

Founded in 1908, the family-owned company is headquartered in Brühl, near Mannheim, 

(Germany).  

The HIMA Group employs approx. 1050 employees in 22 group companies worldwide. 

Regional headquarters are located in Breda in the Netherlands (Europe), Stockport in 

England (UK), Kristiansand in Norway (Scandinavia), Singapore (Asia Pacific), Shanghai 

(China), Dubai in the United Arab Emirates (Middle East) and Houston in the USA (North 

America).   

The open and independent HIMA Safety Platform combines hardware and software on a 

single technology platform and offers a uniform security concept. With more than 50,000 

installed safety systems (SIL 3 / SIL 4, PL e, CENELEC SIL 4), HIMA is considered a 

technology leader. In addition to proven safety technology, HIMA offers consulting, safety 

engineering, and services as well as training.  

This results in solutions that ensure functional safety and OT security, compliance with 

standards, process efficiency and plant availability throughout the entire safety lifecycle.  

As a safety expert, HIMA is pioneering the digitalization of functional safety and generates 

significant added value for customers with holistic safety solutions. 

Since the 1960s, HIMA has been a reliable partner to the world's largest companies in the 

process industry, including chemicals, petrochemicals, energy and oil and gas.  

Typical safety applications include Emergency Shutdown Systems (ESD), Fire & Gas (F&G) 

systems, Burner Control / Management Systems (BCS/BMS) for Burners and Boilers, Turbo 

Machinery Control (TMC) for Turbomachinery and Compressors, Pipeline Management 

Control (PMC) with Leak Detection, High-Integrity Pressure Protection Systems (HIPPS) for 

overpressure protection of pipelines, subsea systems for the deep sea, and overfill protection 

systems for tank farms.  

In 2015, HIMA revolutionized the railway industry with the first CENELEC SIL 4 certified 

Safety PLC. These commercial-off-the-shelf (COTS) products are open safety controllers 

that can be easily integrated and maintained into a wide variety of solutions. Today, HIMA 

also offers holistic safety solutions for applications such as level crossings, signaling 

interlockings, and on-board systems for rolling stock. Our rail solutions suite includes Power 

SCADA for Electrification, SCADA BMS for rail tunnel control, overspeed prevention 

systems, interlockings for railway depots, and automatic door control.  

More information at www.hima.com   
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